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Congress commenced, some while the session was still in progress.
The All brothers too arrived there straight from jail. When they
entered the Congress pandal, the vast assembly rose as one man
to greet them. They walked up to the dais, bowing profoundly to
Tilak and others. Mahomed Ali appearing on the platform said
that he came from Chhindwara jail with a return ticket. Swami
Shraddhanand called for three cheers for the Ali brothers, and
Hindu-Muslim unity.
On the eve of the Congress session, the British Government, in
order to calm the atmosphere, hurried the Reforms Bill through
Parliament and a Royal Proclamation signifying His Majesty's assent
to the bill was issued on December 24.
The Congress session was attended by 8,000 delegates including
1,500 peasants. Over 30,000 visitors were present on the occasion. In
his presidential address., Pandit Motilal Nehru said that they were
assembled at Amritsar in deep mourning for the cruel murder of
hundreds of their brothers. He was himself the chief mourner.
He appealed to the British people to do the right thing by India.
"It is for England to learn the lesson and put an end to conditions
which permit these occurrences in her own dominions. If our lives
and honour are to remain at the mercy of an irresponsible executive
and military, if the ordinary rights of human beings are denied to us,
then all talk of reform is a mockery."
The first resolution thanked His Majesty the King-Emperor for
his proclamation and welcomed the announcement of the Prince of
Wales' proposed visit to India.
The resolution on Jallianwala Bagh was moderate in tone: "In
view of the fact that neither the Hunter Committee, nor the Congress
Committee, has finished its examination of witnesses yet, having
regard to the cold-blooded, calculated massacre of innocent men and
children—an act without parallel in modern times—the Congress urges
upon the Government of India, and the Secretary of State, that, as a
preliminary to legal proceedings being taken against him, General
Dyer, should be immediately relieved of his command. This Con-
gress desires to place it on record that, in its opinion, the Government
of India and the Punjab Government must in any event be held
responsible for the inexcusable delay in placing an authoritative
statement of the massacre of the Jallianwala Bagh before the public
and His Majesty's Government."

